How do | choose the right plants for clay soil?

Trees & Large Shrubs

e Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra) — Strong, clay-tolerant oak ideal for a canopy tree in wet or
heavy soils thespruce.com+5bhg.com+5gardenforwildlife.com+5holdenfg.org.

e Shumard Oak (Quercus shumardii) — Medium-size shade tree with deep roots well-adapted to
clay holdenfg.org.

e Golden Rain Tree (Koelreuteria paniculata) — Tolerates heavy soils and adds multi-season

interest holdenfg.org.

e Okame Cherry (Prunus '‘Okame’) — Compact flowering cherry that handles clay ground well
thespruce.com+15holdenfg.org+15usperennials.com+15.

e Yellow Buckeye (Aesculus flava) — Native tree loved by wildlife; thrives in richer clay soils
reddit.com+8holdenfg.org+8reddit.com+8.

V2 Shrubs & Native Perennials

e Chokeberry (Aronia spp.), Spirea, Viburnum — Shrubs with strong root systems that penetrate
clay and handle moisture variability gardendesign.com.

e Common Ninebark (Physocarpus opulifolius) — Tolerates heavy clay, adaptable soil
conditions; excellent for erosion control
gardenforwildlife.com+15en.wikipedia.org+15homesandgardens.com+15.

e Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis) — \Wet-soil tolerant, native, great near drainage areas
homesan rdens.com.

e American Hazelnut (Corylus americana) — Shrub suggested by local gardeners for wet clay
sites gardendesign.com+4reddit.com+4bhg.com+4.

e Swamp Rose Mallow (Hibiscus moscheutos) — Thrives in moisture-retaining clay, adds
summer color bhg.com+2provenwinners.com+2reddit.com+2.

< Perennials & Grasses

e Daylily (Hemerocallis spp.) — Easily handles most soils, including clay; reliable bloomers
gardendesign.com+1bhg.com+1.
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e Hosta — Shade-loving perennials ideal for moist clay beds .

e Coneflower (Echinacea spp.) — Drought-adapted natives that also push through clay
southernliving.com+15thespruce.com+15bhg.com+15.

e Black-Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta) — Thrives in dense soils and supports pollinators
reddit.com.

e Blazing Star (Liatris spicata) — Native prairie perennial with strong roots, great for clay
usperennials.com+4bhqg.com+4thespruce.com+4.

e Bee Balm (Monarda fistulosa) — Performs well in medium-moisture clay and attracts bees
thespruce.com.

e Aster — Excellent late-season color and very tolerant of clay and moisture fluctuations

e Goldenrod (Solidago spp.) — Rugged natives that grow easily in clay soils .

e Sedum (Stonecrop) — Succulents that tolerate clay if the soil isn’t waterlogged

provenwinners.com+1bhg.com+1.

e Switchgrass (Panicum virgatum) — Resilient native ornamental grass that handles both dry and
moist clay .

e Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium) — Prairie grass thriving in poor clay soils bhg.com.

e Yucca — Structural accent that pushes through clay in sunny spots .

Shade & Moist-Wet Soil Specialists

e Maidenhair Fern (Adiantum pedatum) — Native fern that flourishes in rich, moist clay
prairienursery.com+1prairienursery.com+1.

e White Baneberry (Actaea pachypoda) — Woodland beauty that handles heavy clay
prairienursery.com+1prairienursery.com+1.

e Nodding Pink Onion (Allium cernuum), Wild Leek (Allium tricoccum) — Native bulbs for

partial shade and clay holdenfg.org+15prairienursery.com+15prairienursery.com+15.

e Blue Wood Sedge (Carex spp.) — Mentioned by NE Ohio redditor as working well in clay &
shade reddit.com.
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¢ Tips for Garden Success in Clay Soil

e Amend before planting: Dig in compost or organic matter deeply to improve drainage and soil
structure reddit.com+7idealhome.co.uk+7thespruce.com+7.

e Choose natives and prairie species: These evolved in clay-rich soils and often outperform
exotics gardenforwildlife.com+11reddit.com+11gardendesign.com+11.

e Mind moisture levels: Clay holds water—opt for species tolerant of moist to wet conditions or
raised beds for sensitive plants.

e Use dense-rooted plants for erosion control: Ninebark, buttonbush, switchgrass, and little
bluestem are excellent choices.
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